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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: POL 

SUB J : INTERVIEW WITH OSMAN SALEH SABBI 

1 . STARS AND STRIPES MARCH 9 CARRIED AP DESPATCH FROM 
BEIRUT (UNDATED) REPORTING APPEAL BY OSMAN SALEH SABBI ON 
BEHALF OF ERITREAN LIBERATION FRONT (ELF) TO PRESIDENT 
CARTER TO STOP CUBA FROM SENDING TROOPS INTO ETHIOPIA. 

2. ACCORDING ARTICLE. OSMAN SAID "WE HAVE SOLID INFO THAT 
ETHIOPIAN MILITARY RULERS HAVE ASKED... CASTRO TO DESPATCH 
CUBAN TROUPS ... CASTRO HAS TENTATIVELY AGREED AND AN 
ADVANCE PARTY OF GUERRILLA- WARFARE CUBAN EXPERTS IS ALREADY 
IN ADDIS (PRESUMABLY A REFERENCE TO 5-MAN CUBAN DELEGATION THAT 
VISITED ADDIS FEB 20-28, ADDIS 1255-NOTEL). OSMAN REPORTEDLY 
ADDED THAT EPMG PLANNED USE CUBANS TO PUT DOWN ERITREAN 
REBELLION, AND THEN WAS REPORTED AS SAYING "WE APPEAL TO 
PRESIDENT CARTER , AS A TRUE MAN OF PRINCIPLES, TO HELP HEAD OFF 
ANY EXTERNAL INTERVENTION IN ERITREA. I DON'T THINK THE 

UNITED STATES WOULD LIKE TO HAVE ANOTHER ANGOLA ON ITS HANDS. 
NOR DO I THINK ARAB OIL GIANTS WOULD BE HAPPY TO SEE THEIR 
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RED SEA TANKER ROUTES WITHIN RANGE OF CUBAN GUNS." 

3. AFTER NOTING SITUATION IN ERITREA IS IMPROVING FROM POINT 

OF VIEW OF SECESSIONSISTS AND PREDICTING THAT INDEPENDENCE WILL 
BE DECLARED ONCE ASMARA HAS BEEN LIBERATED, " PROBABLY WITHIN SIX 
MONTHS", HE REPORTEDLY ADDED "I WANT PRESIDENT CARTER TO 
KNOW THAT WE STILL ARE OPEN TO NEGOTIATIONS FOR A PEACEFUL 
SETTLMENT THAT WOULD AVOID FURTHER BLOODSHED." 
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4. COMMENT: FIRST WE HAVE HEARD OF ANY SECESSIONIST APPEAL 
TO USG. CAN BEIRUT ADD ANYTHING? 
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